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But the communities of natural and semi-natural vegeta-
tion that we actually meet with differ from individual plants
in that many of them are not stable organisms but transitory
phases, which if left alone will develop into stable climaxes.
To chart promiscuous samples of these without knowing
their status is so much wasted time and labour. We get
no sort of information that we can relate to anything else.
As a matter of systematic record, then, our aim should be
in the first instance to collect sample charts of the structure
of the climax communities.
This sort of work, however, does not appeal to everyone,
any more than does systematic plant anatomy. It is, in a
certain sense, superficial work, because its end is systematic
record rather than the opening of an avenue to the
formulation of problems. And just as the plant anatomist
may prefer to make a detailed study of the structure of a
single species, and^ his interest may be centred in that
structure as a working mechanism, so the interest of the
student of vegetation may be centred in the intensive study
of a single association or consociation with a view to learning
how it came into existence and how it maintains itself. He
will then not only record its adult structure, its variations,
ajid the conditions under which it exists ; he will also try
to find out how that structure came to be built up, and its
relationship to the communities which precede it in succession
under different conditions. During such a study aU kinds of
problems will turn up, and their solution may be attempted
by various methods. Among the methods which will have
to be employed, charts will certainly be necessary, and
selections from the most suitable of those described in this
chapter may be made. For any thorough study of
succession, as already noted, detailed quadrat or transect
charting is essential, though certain successional problems
relating to single species may be solved by less thorough
methods.
Finally,   a  word  may  be  said  here  about   the   great